LABOUR AND MATERIALS FOR REBUILDING
a long step further, asking that if during the state of emergency
qualified foreigners were allowed to work in London, it might
only be as journeymen or servants, and not as master-work-
men or as undertakers*1 If granted this would have reserved
all profits to the free carpenters^ and given the Company
security for the future. Apprentices would have been bound
and made free at Carpenters' Hall,2 and the foreigners^ even
if they could produce satisfactory credentials, kept in a state
of complete and permanent subordination. The City's Bill,
approved five days after the second petition, would apparently
have bowed to the established order, for it did not even mention
concessions to unfree workmen. If this was the City's design,
the statute represented an enlightened intervention, though
in face of Companies determined to retain all that they could
of their privileged position, it might not have accomplished
its object. In fact, it was immediately necessary for the City
to step in to protect the foreigners. As early as May 24th,
1667, it had to order that actions should not be brought
against those who were working on the rebuilding in accor-
dance with the Act. Some actions had already been started
and these were to be withdrawn without charge to the defen-
dant.3 Against such active resentment it was difficult for
Parliament to legislate without at the same time attacking the
whole structure of the Companies, though the City could
make direct intervention by Parliament unnecessary. The fact
that it appreciated the emergency, refused to support the
Companies, and supplemented the provisions of the Act, was
a potent factor in the rebuilding.4
1 E. B. Jupp and W. W. Pocock, An Historical Account of the Worshipful Company
of Carpenters (1887), pp. 278-9.
2  In so far as the Company was able to ensure that its regulations were observed by
its members.   It was always difficult to prevent the procuring of apprentices by a
'turnover' from a master in another Company, and carpenters who were free of other
Companies were outside its control.
3 Repert., 73, f. 113.
4 Even so, the rebuilding seems to have been accompanied by a steady rumble of
discontent from the officers of the building crafts. Directed mainly against foreigners
declared to lack the necessary apprenticeship qualification, it was particularly evident
in the first six months of 1670 (see Repert., 75, ff. 65, 88v, 187 and 207),
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